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CLAIMS 

1-39. (cancelled) 

40. (currently amended) A chair comprising: 

a pedestal; 

a seat and a back mounted atop said pedestal; 

an armrest assembly mounted atop said pedestal adjacent said seat, said armrest 
assembly including a tube movably secured to an upright and an armpad secured to said tube, 
said armrest assembly further including a ratchet [ mechanism ] assembly for adjusting a height of 
said tube with respect to said upright, said ratchet assembly includes a plunger reciprocally 
carried by said tube and a plurality of notches defined by said upright, said ratchet assembly 
further including a biasing means for biasing said plunger into engagement with said notches. 

41. (currently amended) The chair of claim 40 wherein said ratchet [ m e chanism ] 
assembly includes a reset means for retaining said plunger in a retracted position out of 
engagement with said notches to permit said tube to be lowered with respect to said upright. 

42. (original) The chair of claim 41 wherein said reset means includes a catch means for 
releasably retaining said plunger in a retracted position upon alignment of said plunger with said 
catch means, said reset means further including a surface retracting said plunger into alignment 
with said catch means when said tube is moved to its upper extreme with respect to said upright. 

43. (original) The chair of claim 42 wherein said reset means further includes a second 
surface disengaging said plunger from said catch means when said tube is moved to its lower 
extreme with respect to said upright. 
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44. (currently amended) The chair of claim 43 wherein said armrest assembly includes a 
pivot mechanism providing adjustment of an angle of said armpad by rotation of said tube with 
respect to said upright, said pivot mechanism including an upper member mounted to said tube 
and a lower member rotatably mounted to said [ low e r ] upper member, said lower member [being 
coupl e d to ] engaging said upright [se-as] to prevent rotation of said lower member with respect 
to said upright, said plunger being mounted within said lower member. 

45. (original) The chair of claim 44 wherein said pivot mechanism further includes a 
means for defining a range of pivotal movement of said tube. 

46. (currently amended) The chair of claim 45 wherein said means for defining a range 
of pivotal movement of said tube includes a pin mounted to one of said upper member and said 
lower member, said pin extending into an arcuate slot defined in the other of said upper member 
and said lower member, said pin moving through said slot upon rotation of said tube. 

47. (original) The chair of claim 46 wherein said means for defining a range of pivotal 
movement of said tube includes at least one protrusions extending into said arcuate slot to 
interference with but not prevent movement of said pin through said slot. 

48. (new) A chair comprising: 

a seat; and 

an armrest assembly positioned adjacent said seat, said armrest assembly 
including an upright and a tube, said upright and said tube adapted to extend and retract relative 
to one another, said upright defining a plurality of notches, said tube joined with a plunger 
reciprocally engaging said plurality of notches as the upright and tube extend relative to one 
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another to incrementally set the upright and the tube at a plurality of extended positions, at least 
one of said upright and said tube including a first reset surface that engages said plunger and 
locks said plunger in a locked position so that said tube and said upright freely retract relative to 
one another; 

wherein a user locks said plunger in said locked position by extending said 
upright and said tube to an extreme extended position. 

49. (new) The chair of claim 48 wherein the armrest assembly includes a first member 
joined with the tube, said plunger reciprocating within said first member. 

50. (new) The chair of claim 49 wherein said first member rotates relative to said tube. 

51. (new) The chair of claim 48 comprising a separate second member joined with said 
first member with a pivot pin so that said first member and said second member rotate relative to 
one another. 

52. (new) The chair of claim 51 wherein one of the first member and the second member 
define an arcuate slot and wherein the other of said first member and said second member 
include a guide pin that moves in the arcuate slot to limit the rotation of the tube and upright 
relative to one another. 

53. (new) The chair of claim 48 wherein at least one of the tube and the upright includes 
a second reset surface, said second reset surface disengaging said plunger from said locked 
position so that the tube and the upright freely extend relative to one another. 

54. (new) The chair of claim 53 wherein said second reset surface disengages said 
plunger from said lock position when said upright and said tube are in an extreme retracted 
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position so that said plunger is ready to re-engage said plurality of notches when said tube and 
said upright are extended relative to one another. 

55. (new) A chair comprising: 

a seat; and 

an armrest assembly positioned adjacent said seat including an upright and a tube 
extendable relative to one another to a plurality of extended positions and retractable relative to 
one another to at least one reset position, said tube including a reciprocating plunger, said upright 
defining a plurality of notches, said plunger adapted to engage at least one of said plurality of 
notches to hold the tube and the upright in at least one of the plurality of extended positions, at 
least one of said notches including a reset surface that automatically resets the plunger to a 
default position, wherein the tube and the upright are retractable to the reset position when the 
plunger is in the default position. 

56. (new) The chair of claim 55 wherein at least one of said plurality of notches includes 
a secondary reset surface that engages said plunger to unlock the plunger from the default 
position and ready the plunger for engagement with the remainder of the plurality of notches. 

57. (new) The chair of claim 55 wherein the armrest assembly includes an upper member 
and a lower member, the upper member joined with the tube, the lower member rotatably joined 
with the upper member, the lower member defining a raceway for the plunger in which the 
plunger reciprocates. 

58. (new) The chair of claim 57 wherein the tube rotates relative to the upright without 
misaligning the plunger and the notches. 
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59. (new) The chair of claim 55 wherein the armrest assembly includes a member within 
which the plunger reciprocates the member defining a recess, the plunger including a catch, the 
catch seating within the recess to hold the plunger in the default position. 



